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Tel: (02) 8522 0300. Email: admin@stalcron.org.au

As a Community We Serve God

Second Sunday of Lent, Year A and International Women’s Day
Prayer of the Church: Psalter Week 2
Entrance Antiphon:
Of you my heart has spoken, Seek his
face. It is your face, O Lord, that I
seek; hide not your face from me.
Responsorial Psalm:
Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we
place our trust in you.
Gospel Acclamation:
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ! From the shining cloud the
Father’s voice is heard: this is my
beloved Son, hear him. Glory and
praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
Communion Antiphon:
This is my beloved Son, with whom I
am well pleased; listen to him.
Acknowledgement to Country
St
Aloysius
Catholic
Parish
acknowledges the Gweagal people of
the Dharawal Nation as the traditional
owners who have walked upon and
cared for this land for thousands of
years.
We acknowledge the continued deep
spiritual attachment and relationship
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Peoples to this country and
commit ourselves in prayer and
action to the ongoing journey of
Reconciliation.

Stations of the Cross on Fridays
in Lent
9.15am at St Francis De Sales Primary
12pm and 7pm at St Aloysius Cronulla
Please be aware that all relevant
Archdiocese Policy, Protocols and
guidelines for safeguarding children,
are public documents and are
available on the Sydney Archdiocese
website.

“We need to see each
child as a gift to be
welcomed, cherished and
protected.” Pope Francis

Reflection from our Parish Priest
At Christ’s Baptism in the River Jordon, the Heaven’s
were opened and a voice from Heaven said: “This is my
beloved Son, my favour rests on him.” Theologians
believe that the Baptismal opening of the Heavens
occurred to show that Jesus was the Messiah, the chosen
one of God – and thus the public ministry of Jesus began.
Today we hear the story of the Transfiguration in the midst
of Lent and once again the Heavens are opened and a voice
from Heaven says: “This is my beloved son, he enjoys my favour. Listen to
him.” Peter, James and John went up the mountain with Jesus and they were
told from the Heavens to listen to Jesus.
There are times when each of us want to experience Heaven on earth. There
are times when we might say: ‘I am enjoying this moment so much - I never
want it to stop’ like Peter did at the Transfiguration.
But believing and following the ways of Christ should not be primarily about
self-interest but about the Glory of God.
Sometimes people tell me that they find the experience of Mass difficult
because they feel (or their children feel) that they don’t get much out of
some sections of the Mass – in essence the Mass is boring for them. But
when we only do things that we personally get something out of, then
selfishness and self-centredness can quickly set in.
Life is not about what each person can ‘get’ from this or from that
experience. Rather, through our lives, we are gifted with the opportunity of
listening to Jesus, to walking in his ways, and to give glory and praise to
God by help to reveal God’s mission of Eternal life in the world.
The Lenten season is a time to reflect on our lives and how we judge each
encounter that we experience. Lent is a special time to set aside extended
periods of time during every day to listen to Jesus and to allow Jesus to take
complete control of our lives, even if at first we find it to be challenging,
boring and not all that useful.
Just as in every celebration of Mass, the offering of bread and wine is
transformed into the body and blood of Jesus, so too does Jesus transform
every person into his Body through participation in the Eucharist – the Body
of Christ. When each person receives Holy Communion, we do not absorb
the food, but Christ absorbs us – and we become more like God.
The Mass is the great act of penance and it is the most appropriate action
during Lent: the great act of prayer, fasting and almsgiving. These three
actions of the actions of Lent and we do these three actions during every
Mass. The Mass is the greatest encounter and experience of Jesus which
calls us beyond the transfiguration, takes us towards Calvary and from
Calvary towards eternal life.
During Lent a good practice is to try to come to Mass 5 minutes early and
spend a few quite moments in prayer preparing to enter into this most
unusual and most profound encounter with God. Maybe choosing to come to
an additional Mass during the week could be your Lenten observance and
preparation for Easter.
“This is my beloved son, Listen to him.”
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St Aloysius Gonzaga Church, Cronulla

First reading: Genesis 12:1-4 :::::

All the tribes of the earth shall bless themselves by you.

is looped for better hearing
order, ‘Tell no one about the vision until the Son of Man has
risen from the dead.’

The Lord said to Abram, ‘Leave your country, your family and The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
your father’s house, for the land I will show you. I will make you
a great nation; I will bless you and make your name so famous Lent 2020: A Journey of Reflection and Renewal …
that it will be used as a blessing.
Join fellow travellers this Lent on a Spiritual Journey of
Reconciliation,
Prayerful Reflection and renewal on matters that are
‘I will bless those who bless you: I will curse those who slight
part of our present-day experiences.
you. All the tribes of the earth shall bless themselves by you.’

Each session starts at 7pm and will include:
Prayer and Scriptural Reference
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Information: guest speaker and/or background material
followed by discussion
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 32:4-5,18-20,22 :::::
Time for Personal Reflection
R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in
Summary and commitment to possible personal action plan
Concludes with a relevant Prayer/Hymn
you.
The word of the Lord is faithful and all his works to be trusted. The sessions (7pm) will be in the Chapel in St Aloysius Church,
The Lord loves justice and right and fills the earth with his love. Cronulla, except for the last session which will be in St John Fisher
Catholic Church, 60 Prince Charles Parade, (eastern end), Kurnell.
R.

So Abram went as the Lord told him.

Week 2: Wednesday 11th March: Refugees and Asylum
The Lord looks on those who revere him, on those who hope in
Seekers
his love, to rescue their souls from death, to keep them alive in Focus is on how we can, as individuals, do more to support these
famine. R.
people. We need to be clear in our understanding of ‘who is our
Our soul is waiting for the Lord. The Lord is our help and our neighbour’.
Week 3: Wednesday 18th March: Modern Slavery and
shield. May your love be upon us, O Lord, as we place all our
Human Trafficking
hope in you. R.
Second Reading: 2 Timothy 1:8-10 :::::

God calls and enlightens us.

With me, bear the hardships for the sake of the Good News,
relying on the power of God who has saved us and called us to
be holy – not because of anything we ourselves have done but
for his own purpose and by his own grace. This grace had
already been granted to us, in Christ Jesus, before the
beginning of time, but it has only been revealed by the
Appearing of our saviour Christ Jesus. He abolished death,
and he has proclaimed life and immortality through the Good
News.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9 :::::

His face shone line the sun.

Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and
led them up a high mountain where they could be alone. There
in their presence he was transfigured: his face shone like the
sun and his clothes became as white as the light. Suddenly
Moses and Elijah appeared to them; they were talking with him.
Then Peter spoke to Jesus. ‘Lord,’ he said ‘it is wonderful for
us to be here; if you wish, I will make three tents here, one for
you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.’ He was still speaking
when suddenly a bright cloud covered them with shadow, and
from the cloud there came a voice which said, ‘This is my Son,
the Beloved; he enjoys my favour. Listen to him.’ When they
heard this the disciples fell on their faces overcome with fear.
But Jesus came up and touched them. ‘Stand up,’ he said ‘do
not be afraid.’ And when they raised their eyes they saw no
one but only Jesus.

A Catholic perspective on how we can be aware of this issue and
what we can do, as individuals and communities, to be more aware
as we make decisions on purchasing products and services.

Week 4: Wednesday 25th March: Mental Wellbeing

Focus is on families and young people and their need to experience
understanding and support from all in their life for issues that concern
them personally.

Week 5: Wednesday 1st April:
Breaking Open the ‘Uluru Statement from the Heart’
(This session will be held at St John Fisher Catholic Church, Kurnell)

How should we respond, as Christians, to this Statement from our
Indigenous Brothers and Sisters in ‘Christ’? Can we join with our First
Nations Peoples on their journey of Voice, Treaty and Truth with
respect and love?
All are welcome to join this special Journey…that takes us on a
range of spiritual encounters as we prepare for the joy of the
Resurrection at Easter.

This Lenten Journey has been designed and prepared by members of the St Aloysius
Social Justice Group in consultation with Fr James McCarthy PP, local Catholic School
leaders and various Catholic organisations within the Archdiocese of Sydney.
Parishioners from nearby parishioners a most welcome to join us.

VISIT OF THE RELICS OF
ST THERESE, ST LOUIS &
ST ZELIE MARTIN to
CARINGBAH CHURCH
The Three Saints will be back
in the Shire again on their tour
around Australia. Come and
visit with them at Our Lady of
Fatima Church, Caringbah on
Sunday 15 March from 3pm
to 9pm.

As they came down from the mountain Jesus gave them this All Welcome.
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Our website is:

www.stalcron.org.au

Calendar and Activities for
the Coming Week
Monday:

St Aloysius Gonzaga Parish Cronulla

Confirmation Parent Formation Evening —
This Coming 10 March, at 7pm in the Parish Hall
The Confirmation Program, for students in Yr 6-Yr 8 will occur during Term 2

Lenten Group with St Therese:
this year, with registration to occur online between 24 to 28 March, with an
6.00pm in the Chapel.

enrolment Mass to finalise all enrolments on 29 March at 6pm.

Tuesday:

Wednesday:

A Parent Formation Evening to discuss the upcoming Confirmation and the
Confirmation Program will occur at 7pm in the Parish Hall on Tuesday 10
March. At least one parent/guardian of each candidate enrolling will need to
attend. Candidates should not attend the Parent Evening.
Candidates will asked to attend the enrolment Mass on 29 March in
Playgroup: 10.00am at Thornton Hall. preparation for the commencement of the program in the weeks leading up to
Parish Lenten Group: 7.00pm in the Easter.
Legion of Mary: 3.30pm in the Parish
Centre.
Confirmation Parent Night: 7.00pm
at Thornton Hall.

Chapel.

Second Sunday of Lent
8th March 2019
Thursday:
No notice.
Twenty-seven-year-old Phany was a struggling
farmer and was forced to leave her daughter to take up construction work in
Friday:
Stations of the Cross: 9.15am at St the city. Her life has been transformed since joining a Caritas supported
Francis de Sales, 12.00pm and program, learning crop growing skills and better water management, to
7.00pm at St Aloysius Church.
combat drought. Please donate to Project Compassion 2020 and help
mothers like Phany continue to uplift their communities, and provide
food for their families. Let’s Go Further, Together. You can donate through
Saturday:
No notice.
Parish boxes and envelopes, by visiting www.caritas.org.au/
projectcompassion or phoning 1800 024 413.
Project Compassion during Lent :::::
You can also now donate to Project Compassion through the Parish
Envelopes and Boxes are available on the tables at
Facebook Page and through the Parish Tap Facilities
the back of the Church. Place envelopes in either
collection each week.
TEMPORARY CHANGES IN THE PARISH DURING TO CORONAVIRUS
With a relatively small number of confirmed cases of coronavirus in Australia,

Weekday Mass Schedule for the Next Week the risk to the general public remains low. However the Australian Catholic

Tuesday 10 March
7am (Cronulla) (For soul of Brian Small)
Wednesday 11 March
7am (Cronulla)
9.15am (Cronulla—St Aloysius Primary Class)
Thursday 12 March
7am Mass (Cronulla)
9.15am Mass (at St Francis de Sales,
Woolooware)
Friday 13 March 8.15am ( De La Salle Cronulla)
11.15am—Stella Maris Nursing Home Cronulla
Saturday 14 March
8am Mass
ST PATRICK’S FEAST
DAY MASS 17 MARCH
All Parishioners are
welcome to join Bishop
Brady, our Parish Priest
and the Irish Community
of Sydney for the Annual
St Patrick’s Day Mass at
St Mary’s Cathedral on
Tuesday 17th March at
10.30am. The preacher
this year will be Fr James
McCarthy.

Bishops have recommended a number of measures to help protect
communities. The following measures have now been implemented in our
parish, and will continue until further notice.

1.
2.
3.

4.

5.

Communion from the chalice will no longer be distributed.
Holy Water has been removed from the water font at the
entrance to the church.
The Sign of Peace will no longer involve a handshake or
other human physical touch. Parishioners are directed to make
eye contact with those around them and to bow towards each
other.
Faithful who are unwell can fulfil their Sunday obligation of
worship by reading the Scriptures for the Sunday, participating in
an extended period of prayer or watching Mass on television or
online.
Please make use of the toilets and wash hands regularly and
rigorously for at least 20 seconds. Hand sanitizers is also
encouraged to be used where available.

This week in the Catholic Weekly :::::
* “They’re people, not property”
* Disability Royal Commission horrors
* 7 steps to a fabulous Lent
* Movie review: Sonic the Hedgehog
* Mexico’s femicide shame
Still the best Sunday Paper
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Check out our website:

www.stalcron.org.au

St Aloysius Gonzaga Parish, Cronulla

Ministerial Duties Next Weekend 14th and 15th March
Masses
Cronulla

Vigil Mass
Saturday

5.00pm

8.00 am
Sunday

10.00 am
Sunday

6.00 pm
Sunday

Bundeena
Sunday

9.00am

Nursing
Home
Frank

Acolyte and
Senior
Servers
Extraordinary J. Bryant
Communion K. Eaton
Ministers I. O’Neill
Ministers
Of the
Word

J. Bryant
M. Ball

D. Harden
J. Cullerton
L. Oliver
C. Coady
J. Cullerton
L. Oliver

Prayer of
the
Faithful

M. O’Connor

D. Harden

R. McCabe
M. Sakowicz
K. Vitenov
A. Palumbo
B. Slamon
R. McCabe

R. Driscoll
L. Overton
T. Merlino
P. Morris
D. De Souza
C. Wright

B. Shanahan
K. Plumer

K. Croxson

V. Ohis

F. Waugh

Church Work
Kathy

Children’s
Liturgy

St Aloysius Parish Cronulla

SCHOOLS

Cleaning S. O’Neill
(Saturday)
Parish
Counting
Groups

DIRECTORY

Pastor………………..… Rev James McCarthy
Email….. james.mccarthy@sydneycatholic.org
Permanent Deacon……. Deacon Greg Alessi
Seminarian …………………….Mark Anderson
Pastoral Associate.. …. …Mrs Cathy Sammut
Email …………….… pastoral@stalcron.org.au
Secretary …………………...Mrs Kim Plummer
Youth Minister …………… Miss Anna Sammut
Email……………………anna@stalcron.org.au
Parish Centre ………………..18 Giddings Ave
CRONULLA 2230
Office Hours ……………... 8.30 am to 4.00 pm
Tuesday to Friday
Phone …………………...
02 8522 0300
Email…………………. admin@stalcron.org.au
Website ………………… www.stalcron.org.au

This Week Group 5
P. & B. Watkins,
C. Sola,
J. & T. Stokes

Next Week Group 1
L. Overton, M. Staunton,
C. & M. Sammut

St Aloysius Primary ………………. 9523 2593
St Francis de Sales Primary ….…..9523 7323
O.L.M.C. Burraneer ………….…… 9544 1966
De La Salle, Caringbah …………...9524 9133
De La Salle, Cronulla ……….……..8522 1500

Mass and other Liturgical Schedules (Regular Schedule)

Sunday:
St Aloysius Church, Cronulla
Vigil Mass: Saturday 5.00pm. Sunday Masses: 8.00am, 10.00am, 6.00pm
Our Lady of the Way Church, Bundeena: Sunday Mass: 9am
Weekday Masses : St Aloysius Church, Cronulla:
Monday: (No Mass)
Mass Tuesday:
7am (Cronulla only)
Wednesday :
7am & 9.15am
Thursday:
7am (Cronulla)
9.15am (At St Francis de Sales during School Terms)
Friday:
8.15am (At De La Salle Cronulla)
Mass Saturday: 8.00am (10.30am Anointing Mass on 1st Saturday of every 2nd month)
Weekday Masses during School Holidays (Tuesday to Saturday): 8am (at St Aloysius Church)
Weekday Masses at Stella Maris Aged Care Chapel—Coast Rd, Cronulla - 11.15am on Wednesday and Friday.
Sacrament of Penance (Confession) St Aloysius Church, Cronulla: Sat 4.15pm (or on request)
Our Lady of the Way Church, Bundeena: Before Sunday Mass.
We pray for Joan Dobson, June Marler and Bernard Connellan who died recently. We pray for Margaret Andre
whose anniversary occurs around this time.
Let us also remember our relatives and friends who have departed this life, especially Brian Small, Mick McMahon,
Thelma & Ron Stannard, Harold Newcombe, Joseph Anthony Casaceli, Jim Downes, Helen Forbes, Mary Mullins and
her sisters Monica and Julia, Jean & Jim Quinn, Paul & Jean Givney, Allan & Laurel Howarth and Megan Howarth.
MAY THEIR SOULS AND ALL THE SOULS OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED REST IN PEACE

