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As a Community We Serve God

First Sunday of Lent, Year A
Prayer of the Church: Psalter Week 1
Entrance Antiphon:
When he calls on me, I will answer
him; I will deliver him and give him
glory, I will grant him length of days.
Responsorial Psalm:
Be merciful, O Lord, for we have
sinned.
Gospel Acclamation:
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king
of endless glory! No one lives on
bread alone, but on every word that
comes from the mouth of God. Praise
to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of
endless glory!
Communion Antiphon:
One does not live by bread alone, but
by every word that comes forth from
the mouth of God.
Acknowledgement to Country
St
Aloysius
Catholic
Parish
acknowledges the Gweagal people of
the Dharawal Nation as the traditional
owners who have walked upon and
cared for this land for thousands of
years.
We acknowledge the continued deep
spiritual attachment and relationship
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Peoples to this country and
commit ourselves in prayer and
action to the ongoing journey of
Reconciliation.

Stations of the Cross on Fridays
in Lent
9.15am at St Francis De Sales Primary
12pm and 7pm at St Aloysius Cronulla
Please be aware that all relevant
Archdiocese Policy, Protocols and
guidelines for safeguarding children,
are public documents and are
available on the Sydney Archdiocese
website.

“We need to see each
child as a gift to be
welcomed, cherished and
protected.” Pope Francis

Reflection from our Parish Priest
C.S. Lewis, who famously wrote the Narnia book series, wrote a
very interesting work titled The Screwtape Letters. These were
fictional letters between a senior and a junior devil explaining
the tactics that can be used to successfully tempt humans. Our
Gospel today depicts the great temptation of Jesus by the devil.
But it also teaches us about some of the tactics the devil will use
on each of us.
Tactic
1
of
the
Devil–
material
possessions.
This is overcome with the Christian defence of FASTING.
Riches are not a bad thing, but if they control who we are, then we are in trouble. It
is not uncommon to hear people say – ‘if only I was wealthy, then I could have the
time to worship God and the ability to do great things for others.’ Wealth does not
guarantee that we will have the time or the interest to worship God or to even do
good things with our resources.
For many people, material objects have become their God. In the past, the finest and
most expensive building in a town was the church. Now the shopping centres are
the largest and most beautifully decorated buildings in a town – they have become
the modern house to worship the God of material possessions. There seems to
always be time to find a new pair of shoes, a new phone or a new outfit, but what
about time for God and for service?
Tactic 2 of the Devil – doubting the existence or power of God.
This is overcome with the Christian defence of PRAYER.
If Jesus was to have thrown himself off the Temple, as tempted by the devil, Jesus
would have demonstrated that he had control over the spiritual powers. It would
have forced people to believe instead of allowing people the freedom to accept or to
reject God.
In our world today, there are many people who doubt the existence of God. It is not
unusual to hear people say that they see injustice and suffering occurring in the
world but think that “God doesn’t do anything, so obviously God doesn’t exist!”
There is a temptation to think that God is dead because God doesn’t seem to do
anything, that religion is irrelevant or that God is powerless. If God controlled
everything, then we would no longer be humans as our freedom would be
eliminated. We also wouldn’t have the ability to choose to accept Jesus in our lives.
Prayer, conversation and relationship with God defeat this tactic and weapon of the
devil.
Tactic 3 of the Devil – Dominating the world but using evil means to succeed.
This is overcome with the Christian defence of Alms-giving and ACTS of CHARITY.
Jesus is tempted by the devil to choose political and world power. It is a temptation
for all of us to do the right thing but to use evil means to get there- to win the world
by worshipping the devil.
Why shouldn’t we compromise our faith a little bit? Why not strike a deal with
those who oppose faith? Why not be slightly dishonest and self-serving? Why
shouldn’t we water down the requirements of faith so that some ‘good’ people we
know can get into positions of power?
Spirit-filled, holy and vibrant Christians are still subject to these evil tactics and
temptations. Everyone can be tempted by materialism, by indifference to God, or by
seeking political power for the wrong reasons. Like Jesus, we need companionship,
acceptance, approval of others, love and appreciation. And like Jesus, we can be
tempted to accomplish these legitimate human needs by using the wrong means of
material possessions, spiritual and political power. Let us confront the temptations
of evil as Jesus did, using the means he employed – Fasting, Prayer and Acts of
Charity.
Have a Great Lent
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First reading: Genesis 2:7-9,3:1-7 :::::

The Creation, and the sin of our first parents.

The Lord God fashioned man of dust from the soil. Then he
breathed into his nostrils a breath of life, and thus man became
a living being.
The Lord God planted a garden in Eden which is in the east,
and there he put the man he had fashioned. The Lord God
caused to spring up from the soil every kind of tree, enticing to
look at and good to eat, with the tree of life and the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil in the middle of the garden.
Now the serpent was the most subtle of all the wild beasts that
the Lord God had made. It asked the woman, ‘Did God really
say you were not to eat from any of the trees in the garden?’
The woman answered the serpent, ‘We may eat the fruit of the
trees in the garden. But of the fruit of the tree in the middle of
the garden God said, “You must not eat it, nor touch it, under
pain of death.”’ Then the serpent said to the woman, ‘No! You
will not die! God knows in fact that on the day you eat it your
eyes will be opened and you will be like gods, knowing good
and evil.’ The woman saw that the tree was good to eat and
pleasing to the eye, and that it was desirable for the knowledge
that it could give. So she took some of its fruit and ate it. She
gave some also to her husband who was with her, and he ate
it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened and they
realised that they were naked. So they sewed fig-leaves
together to make themselves loin-cloths.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 50:3-6,12-14,17 :::::
R. Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.
Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness. In your compassion
blot out my offence. O wash me more and more from my guilt
and cleanse me from my sin. R.

is looped for better hearing
man’s fall so many died, it is even more certain that divine
grace, coming through the one man, Jesus Christ, came to so
many as an abundant free gift. The results of the gift also
outweigh the results of one man’s sin: for after one single fall
came judgement with a verdict of condemnation, now after
many falls comes grace with its verdict of acquittal. If it is
certain that death reigned over everyone as the consequence
of one man’s fall, it is even more certain that one man, Jesus
Christ, will cause everyone to reign in life who receives the free
gift that he does not deserve, of being made righteous. Again,
as one man’s fall brought condemnation on everyone, so the
good act of one man brings everyone life and makes them
justified. As by one man’s disobedience many were made
sinners, so by one man’s obedience many will be made
righteous.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Gospel: Matthew 4:1-11 :::::

The temptation in the wilderness.

Jesus was led by the Spirit out into the wilderness to be
tempted by the devil. He fasted for forty days and forty nights,
after which he was very hungry, and the tempter came and
said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to turn
into loaves.’ But he replied, ‘Scripture says:

Man does not live on bread alone but on every word that
comes from the mouth of God.’
The devil then took him to the holy city and made him stand on
the parapet of the Temple. ‘If you are the Son of God’ he said
‘throw yourself down; for scripture says:

He will put you in his angels’ charge, and they will support you
on their hands in case you hurt your foot against a stone.’
Jesus said to him, ‘Scripture also says:

You must not put the Lord your God to the test.’

My offences truly I know them; my sin is always before me. Next, taking him to a very high mountain, the devil showed him
Against you, you alone, have I sinned; what is evil in your sight all the kingdoms of the world and their splendour. ‘I will give
you all these’ he said, ‘if you fall at my feet and worship me.’
I have done. R.
A pure heart create for me, O God, put a steadfast spirit within Then Jesus replied, ‘Be off, Satan! For scripture says:
me. Do not cast me away from your presence, nor deprive me You must worship the Lord your God, and serve him alone.’
Then the devil left him, and angels appeared and looked after
Give me again the joy of your help; with a spirit of fervour him.
sustain me, O Lord, open my lips and my mouth shall declare The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
your praise. R.
of your holy spirit. R.

Second Reading: Romans 5:12-19 :::::

Project Compassion during Lent :::::

However great the number of sins committed, grace was even Envelopes and Boxes are available on the tables at the back of
greater.
the Church. Place envelopes in either collection each week.
Sin entered the world through one man, and through sin death,
and thus death has spread through the whole human race
because everyone has sinned. Sin existed in the world long
before the Law was given. There was no law and so no one
could be accused of the sin of ‘law-breaking’, yet death reigned
over all from Adam to Moses, even though their sin, unlike that
of Adam, was not a matter of breaking a law.

Monday Night Lenten Program: 6pm—All Welcome

Please join us at 6pm in the chapel for a 5 week program
during Lent, starting on Monday 2 March. The program will
consist of reflecting on the Gospels of Lent, prayer and
following the journey of St Therese of Lisieux from birth to
sainthood. Each session will run for approximately 1 hour. No
Adam prefigured the One to come, but the gift itself cost involved except your time! Please call Vicki Rolland on
considerably outweighed the fall. If it is certain that through one 0414523449 for more details.
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Our website is:

www.stalcron.org.au

Calendar and Activities for
the Coming Week
Monday:

Tuesday:
Wednesday:

St Aloysius Gonzaga Parish Cronulla

Lent 2020: A Journey of Reflection and Renewal …

Join fellow travellers this Lent on a Spiritual Journey of Reconciliation, Prayerful
Reflection and renewal on matters that are part of our present-day experiences.

St Vincent de Paul Day Conference:
Each session starts at 7pm and will include:
10.00am in the Parish Centre.
Prayer and Scriptural Reference
Lenten Group with St Therese:
Information: guest speaker and/or background material followed by discussion
6pm (Chapel)
Time for Personal Reflection
Legion of Mary: 3.30pm in the Parish
Summary and commitment to possible personal action plan
Centre.
Concludes with a relevant Prayer/Hymn
The
sessions
(7pm) will be in the Chapel in St Aloysius Church, Cronulla, except
Playgroup: 10.00am at Thornton Hall.
Rosary Guild: 12.30pm in the Parish for the last session which will be in St John Fisher Catholic Church, 60 Prince Charles
Parade, (eastern end), Kurnell.
Centre.
Lenten Journey of Reconciliation:
7pm (Chapel)

Week 1: Wednesday 4th March: Protecting Our Home

Focus is on Pope Francis’ Encyclical, ‘Laudato Si’ and what we can do as individuals
to help protect God’s creation (‘our common home’).

Thursday:

No notice.

Friday:

Stations of the Cross: 12.00pm and Focus is on how we can, as individuals, do more to support these people.
7.00pm at St Aloysius Church and We need to be clear in our understanding of ‘who is our neighbour’.
9.15am at St Francis de sales Chapel. Week 3: Wednesday 18th March: Modern Slavery and Human Trafficking
A Catholic perspective on how we can be aware of this issue and what we can do, as
No notice.
individuals and communities, to be more aware as we make decisions on purchasing
products and services.

Saturday:

Confirmation Parent Formation Evening—
10 March, 7pm
The Confirmation Program, for students in Yr 6-Yr
8 will occur during Term 2 this year, with
registration to occur online between 24 to 28
March, with an enrolment Mass to finalise all
enrolments on 29 March at 6pm.

Week 2: Wednesday 11th March: Refugees and Asylum Seekers

Week 4: Wednesday 25th March: Mental Wellbeing

Focus is on families and young people and their need to experience understanding
and support from all in their life for issues that concern them personally.

Week 5: Wednesday 1st April:
Breaking Open the ‘Uluru Statement from the Heart’
(This session will be held at St John Fisher Catholic Church, Kurnell)

How should we respond, as Christians, to this Statement from our Indigenous
Brothers and Sisters in ‘Christ’? Can we join with our First Nations Peoples on their
A Parent Formation Evening to discuss the journey of Voice, Treaty and Truth with respect and love?
upcoming Confirmation Program will occur at 7pm All are welcome to join this special Journey…that takes us on a range of spiritual
in the Parish Hall on Tuesday 10 March. At least encounters as we prepare for the joy of the Resurrection at Easter.

one parent/guardian of each candidate enrolling will
need to attend. Candidates should not attend the
Parent Evening.

This Lenten Journey has been designed and prepared by members of the St Aloysius Social Justice Group
in consultation with Fr James McCarthy PP, local Catholic School leaders and various Catholic
organisations within the Archdiocese of Sydney. Parishioners from nearby parishioners a most welcome to
join us.

Weekday Mass Schedule for the Next Week

First Sunday of Lent
1st March 2020
Indigenous minorities in the Philippines face regular discrimination and
disadvantage. Manide woman, Shirley faced challenges supporting her
children and sending them to school. With Caritas Australia’s support,
Shirley’s life has been transformed. Please donate to Project Compassion
2020 to help people like Shirley, and her children gain confidence and
respect within their community. Let’s Go Further, Together. You can
donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, by visiting www.caritas.org.au/
projectcompassion or phoning 1800 024 413.

Tuesday 3 March - 7am Communion Service
To be lead by Mark Anderson. Mark will preach
Wednesday 4 March
7am (Cronulla) (For soul of Judi Ann Smith)
9.15am (Cronulla)
Thursday 5 March
7am Mass (Cronulla) (For soul of Alojz Hojstric)
9.15am Mass (at St Francis de Sales, Woolooware)
Friday 6 March 8.15am ( De La Salle Cronulla) (For holy souls)
11.15am—Stella Maris Nursing Home Cronulla
Saturday 7 March
8am Mass

This week in the Catholic Weekly :::::
* Eileen’s cause opens
* Western civilisation scholarships commence
* The doctor of miracles
* Movie review: The Call of the Wild
* Almsgiving: Not optional
Still the best Sunday Paper

Missionaries of God’s Love Lent Healing Retreat: with Fr Tony Alex MGL
Date : 14 March 2020 (Saturday) from 9.00am-4.00 pm
Venue : St Joseph’s Parish Hall, Rockdale. Entrance from Parker St Rockdale
Morning and Afternoon Tea will be PROVIDED.
ALL WELCOME
Inquiries:
Ida: 0424 267 500
Helen: 0488 037 631
E: jlowcommunity@Gmail.com
www.jlowcom.org
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St Aloysius Gonzaga Parish, Cronulla

Ministerial Duties Next Weekend 7th and 8th March
Masses
Cronulla

Vigil Mass
Saturday

5.00pm

8.00 am
Sunday

10.00 am
Sunday

6.00 pm
Sunday

Bundeena
Sunday

9.00am

Extraordinary M. Boyd
Communion K. Eaton
Ministers M. Remedios
I. O’Neill
Ministers M. O’Connor
T. Boyd
Of the
Word
K. Eaton

M. Hennessy
R. Winton
C. Marr
A. Cimino
J. Turnbull
M. Hennessy

B. Slamon
M. Sakowicz
K. Croxson
K. Vitenov
F. O’Driscoll
B. Slamon

R. Driscoll
C. Sammut
L. Overton
G. Stratton
V. Ohis

C. Toutounji
F. Warner

R. Winton

K. Vitenov

L. Brbot

B. Maughan

Church Work
Anne

Children’s
Liturgy

St Aloysius Parish Cronulla

SCHOOLS

Cleaning B. Potter
(Saturday) A. Woodhouse
Parish
Counting
Groups

Nursing
Home
Kathy V.

Acolyte and
Senior
Servers

Prayer of
the
Faithful

DIRECTORY

Pastor………………..… Rev James McCarthy
Email….. james.mccarthy@sydneycatholic.org
Permanent Deacon……. Deacon Greg Alessi
Seminarian …………………….Mark Anderson
Pastoral Associate.. …. …Mrs Cathy Sammut
Email …………….… pastoral@stalcron.org.au
Secretary …………………...Mrs Kim Plummer
Youth Minister …………… Miss Anna Sammut
Email……………………anna@stalcron.org.au
Parish Centre ………………..18 Giddings Ave
CRONULLA 2230
Office Hours ……………... 8.30 am to 4.00 pm
Tuesday to Friday
Phone …………………...
02 8522 0300
Email…………………. admin@stalcron.org.au
Website ………………… www.stalcron.org.au

This Week Group 4
M. & S. Barlow,
G. Newcombe, J. Small,
M. Remedios, B. de Souza

Next Week Group 5
P. & B. Watkins,
C. Sola,
J. & T. Stokes

St Aloysius Primary ………………. 9523 2593
St Francis de Sales Primary ….…..9523 7323
O.L.M.C. Burraneer ………….…… 9544 1966
De La Salle, Caringbah …………...9524 9133
De La Salle, Cronulla ……….……..8522 1500

Mass and other Liturgical Schedules (Regular Schedule)

Sunday:
St Aloysius Church, Cronulla
Vigil Mass: Saturday 5.00pm. Sunday Masses: 8.00am, 10.00am, 6.00pm
Our Lady of the Way Church, Bundeena: Sunday Mass: 9am
Weekday Masses : St Aloysius Church, Cronulla:
Monday: (No Mass)
Mass Tuesday:
7am (Cronulla only)
Wednesday :
7am & 9.15am
Thursday:
7am (Cronulla)
9.15am (At St Francis de Sales during School Terms)
Friday:
8.15am (At De La Salle Cronulla)
Mass Saturday: 8.00am (10.30am Anointing Mass on 1st Saturday of every 2nd month)
Weekday Masses during School Holidays (Tuesday to Saturday): 8am (at St Aloysius Church)
Weekday Masses at Stella Maris Aged Care Chapel—Coast Rd, Cronulla - 11.15am on Wednesday and Friday.
Sacrament of Penance (Confession) St Aloysius Church, Cronulla: Sat 4.15pm (or on request)
Our Lady of the Way Church, Bundeena: Before Sunday Mass.
We pray for June Marler, Bernard Connellan, Elizabeth Beer, Beryl Moore and Frank Bonar who died recently. We
pray for Colin Sutherland, Domenico Carbone, Dominic Mandile, Bob Schaerer and Alojz Hojstric whose
anniversaries occur around this time.
Let us also remember our relatives and friends who have departed this life, especially Judi Ann Smith, Brian Small,
Mick McMahon, Thelma & Ron Stannard, Harold Newcombe, Joseph Anthony Casaceli, Jim Downes, Helen Forbes,
Mary Mullins and her sisters Monica and Julia, Jean & Jim Quinn, Paul & Jean Givney, Allan & Laurel Howarth and
Megan Howarth.
MAY THEIR SOULS AND ALL THE SOULS OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED REST IN PEACE

