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First Sunday of Advent ... Year B

ST.ALOYSIUS GONZAGA
Catholic Parish of Cronulla

Incorporating:

Website: www.stalcron.org.au

As A Community We Serve God
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27.11.11

Our Lady of the Way Church, Bundeena
Tel: (02) 8522 0300. Email: admin@stalcron.org.au

Prayer of the Church: Psalter Week 1

Entrance Antiphon:

To you, my God, | lift my soul, | trust in
you; let me never come to shame. Do
not let my enemies laugh at me. No one
who waits for you is ever put to shame.

First Reading:
Isaiah 63: 16-17; 64: 1.3-8

Oh, that you would tear the heavens
apart and come down.

Responsorial:
Lord, make us turn to you and we shall

be saved.

Second Reading:

Corinthians 1: 3-9

The revelation we looked for, Christ
Jesus our Lord.

Gospel Acclamation:
ALLELLUIA, ALLELUIA! Lord, show us
your mercy and love, and grant us your
salvation. ALLELUIA!

Gospel: Mark 13: 33-37

Communion Antiphon:
The Lord will shower his gifts, and our
land will yield its fruits.

Congratulations To

Noah Christofordis, Lucas

Whyte, Jai Wake and Alicia

Sturgeon (Cronulla) and
—~_ Zoe Maxwell (Bundeena)
\—"__">— whom we welcome to our

Catholic community this week-
BAPTISM end. Through their Baptism
we pray they will love and serve the Lord
always.

THE EVENING MASS NEXT SUNDAY AT
ST.ALOYSIUS’ CHURCH WILL BE AT

5.00PM INSTEAD OF THE USUAL TIME.

Hopeful Preparation

It is that time again — a time to prepare for Christmas. Everyone
is busy shopping for Christmas gifts, decorations and parties. Most of
conversation these days are about being prepared or not prepared for
Christmas. You would hear many saying, “hasn’t the year gone fast?”,
implying some kind of un-preparedness.

Jesus in today’s Gospel warns us to be prepared. In this Jesus invites us to think
of a wider vision.

In Advent the Church reminds us that we people are living between two great
events, the coming of Jesus as a child in Bethlehem and his second coming at the end
of time. The first was in humility and obscurity, the second will be in power and glory.

One of the things that astonished most non-Christians in early centuries was the
enduring hope of Christians as they looked forwarded to the return of Jesus. Their
constant prayer was ‘Come Lord Jesus’. Just as the parable in today’s Gospel, early
Christians were all prepared for the return of Jesus.

Hope is Faith that looks forward to the future. It's opposite is despair, with its bitter
fruits of cynicism, cold indifference, and sense of failure. Christian hope, therefore, is
more than cheerful outlook. It is founded on a unique reality of the Resurrection of
Jesus from the dead. Following the resurrection of Christ, Jesus’ followers also will
resurrect. At his second coming on the last day, Jesus Christ will come in majesty to
judge the world and establish the Kingdom in Glory. One might ask ‘when is the last
day?’ Here we are dealing with heavenly reality where there is no time and space
constraints. Therefore our language is inadequate to describe fully this reality. Nor can
the human mind fully understand this reality. We can only pray, as we do everyday,
“Thy Kingdom Come.”

On this First Sunday of Advent we are invited to think big and wider than just
preparing to celebrate the humble birth of baby Jesus in Bethlehem. The message of
Advent calls us to remember constantly that we live in the time between the first coming
and the second coming of Jesus. Jesus foresaw our modern temptation to indifference
and unbelief. Therefore he tells us to stay awake to the truth he spoke. In fact Jesus
and his Church embodies the truth spoken by Jesus.

The return of Jesus is personal for us. We meet Jesus in a personal but unseen
way in our reading and reflection of the Gospels. We meet Jesus personally in our
prayer and in our Sacraments. Very specially Jesus returns in Holy Communion. But to
meet Jesus at his return on the occasion of Sacraments, prayers, and spiritual reading
of Gospels, we need to take away the obstacle of sin and scandals in personal life and
in our faith community. Once we are prepared thus for the Glory of Jesus’ second
coming, our meeting with Him will be full of joy. Our lives will be transformed with such
a meeting with Christ.

Our Hope is cosmic as well as personal. Jesus, when he returns will transform
you and me, and our world. That is why he asks as to watch and pray and keep our
Christian Hope alive.
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The 2011 National Church Life Survey

At each Mass this weekend the Parish has been invited to join with thousands of other
churches across the country to take part in the largest and longest survey on church
life in the world!

Each survey represents your voice, your opinion.

With less than 20 minutes every 5 years these collective surveys provide us with inval-
uable feedback for our local Parish as well as on a national level.

As a Parish, the Church Life Survey can provide us with information to strengthen the
work of our many ministries and the vitality of our Church practices.

Fr Thomas on Facebook

You can now find Fr Thomas on Facebook.. Look for Thomas Kurunthanam. His Sunday homilies also are uploaded on to
Facebook

An Invitation from the Legion of Mary N
To join with them in the @

Immaculate Conception Novena N
Please come and join the members of our Legion of Mary Praesidium in saying this Novena followed "'i
by Rosary in honour Our Lady of the Inmaculate Conception on the following dates:

* Day1 Wednesday 30th November  7.00pm. In St Aloysius Church Chapel.
It will be before the All Soul’s Remembrance Mass which commences at 8.00pm.
Day 2 Thursday, 1st December  7.00pm.  In St Aloysius Church Chapel.
Day 3 Friday, 2nd December ~ 7.00pm.  In St Aloysius Church Chapel.
Day 4 Saturday, 3rd December  7.00pm. In StAloysius Church Chapel after the 6.00pm Vigil Mass.
Day 5 Sunday, 4th December  6.15pm. In St Aloysius Church Chapel after the 5.00pm Mass.
Day 6 Monday, 5th December  7.00pm.  In St Aloysius Church Chapel.
Day 7 Tuesday, 6th December ~ 7.00pm.  In St Aloysius Church Chapel.
Day 8 Wednesday, 7th December  7.00pm.  In St Aloysius Church Chapel.
Day 9 Thursday, 8th December 12.00pm  Before Hour of Grace.

* * * * * * *

Catechists Mass :::::

To celebrate another year of our Catechists giving their time and talents, and to give thanks especially for
their faith. All catechists are warmly invited to attend a Mass THIS TUESDAY, 29t November at 6.30pm in the
chapel of St Aloysius’ Church. Afterwards please stay for supper to have a cuppa and a chat.

Before this Mass, there will be a Catechist Information talk in the Parish Centre commencing at 4.30pm. All Cat-
echists are encouraged to attend this Session.

Can you spare 30 minutes each week?

;s Have you thought about becoming a catechist?
Come along this Tuesday 29t November at 4.30pm to the Parish Centre, where we will answer any of your questions.
Even if you are just thinking about it and are not too sure, we would love to speak to you.
The program is given to you, the children love to talk to you, will you come and talk to the children at their Scripture class?

CHRISTMAS CARDS, PACK OF 10 $6.00. COLUMBAN 1012 CALENDARS, $8.00 EACH NOW AVAILABLE
AT THE St VINCENT DE PAUL TABLE AT THE ENTRANCES OF OUR CHURCHES.
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Christmas Mass and Christmas Carols

This year our Parish will celebrate a Family Christmas
Mass at St Aloysius’ Church at 5.00pm on Sunday the
4th December. (please note the change of Mass time from
6pm to 5pm on this night only ).

Our family Mass will celebrate the Season of Advent, and
the Joyful expected arrival of The Baby Jesus. This Mass will
start with the Procession of The Little Drummer Boy from
outside the church, and will involve many of our parish
children. If you would like your child to be involved in this
Mass, please let us know at the Parish Office, this is a
wonderful opportunity for the children to experience the real
Joy of Christmas, and everyone is so warmly invited to
participate in some way.

After this Mass there will be a sausage sizzle and
Christmas Carols and concert in St Aloysius’ School grounds.
Bring a rug, picnic basket chairs and come and enjoy.

If any of our Parish Community would like to perform on VMass will be( Clebrated inthe € hurchat WIW
this night, please contact Cathy at the Parish Office. If any of
our Parish Ministries would like to take part in the night in Sunda th December d2oom Aoy \ImPI i w(. unds
some way phone Cathy 8522 0300 to have a chat. : Jf U *

All Souls Candlelight Mass ::::::

THIS WEDNESDAY, 30th November, to conclude the month of All Souls Remembrance, a special Mass
will be celebrated at St Aloysius’ Church for the souls of our deceased relatives an friends. This Mass will
commence at 8.00pm.

Please join us in remembrance of our loved ones who have departed this life and pray that they have received
their eternal reward.

This WEEKEND we ask you to write the names of your deceased loved ones on the cardboard labels on the table in
the foyer of the church. Please place these names on the remembrance cross or bring with you on Wednesday night
to this Mass of Remembrance The Mass will be especially offered for all these people during this beautiful
celebration of hope of eternal life.

St Aloysiws Poavish Retreat
OPWWDOOY”

Learn how to enter that privileged place in your heart where no one else goes '
except you and your God.

Learn how to speak to him, the one that made vou ,and will be with you until the
end of time.

Take the timie to stop and listen for the voice of love, speak to him
Then wait. listen, remain, abide, rest
The weekend of the 3rd,4th & 5th February 2012
The Hermitage ,Marist Brothers Retreat Centre, Mittagong NSW,
$190.00 per person inclusive of all meals and accommodation, linen etc.
ied by Father John Sullivan
Call-the e Pavrishv Office & ook, ruuwnbers are limited. .
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CALENDAR
For the Coming Week

St Aloysius Playgroup: This addi-
tion to the Wednesday group will
gather in Thornton Hall at 10.00am.
The St Vincent de Paul Day Con-
ference will meet in the Parish
Centre at 10.00am.

Tuesday:

The 55 and over Club: This group
of seniors will gather in Thornton
Hall at 10.00am for carpet bowls
and other activities. Come
along and join with them.

The Legion of Mary meet in the
Madden Room at 4.00pm.
Catechist Information Session
will be held in the Parish Centre
at 4.30pm.

Advent Program:
commence at 5.30pm
Aloysius’ Church Chapel.
Catechist Mass will be celebrated
at St Aloysius’ Church at 6.30pm

This  will
in St

‘ADVENT Through the Old Testament’

oD This Tuesday night 29th November at 5.30pm, we
{K}j begin our reflections on the Old Testament during the
X"’“ Season of Advent. This will take place in the Chapel
A .llllf of St Aloysius’ Church. You are invited to spend an
%; * hour in discussion on the liturgy and readings of the
; Sundays of Advent. There is no cost involved and the

program arranged is very interesting.
On the following Tuesdays the program will commence at 6.30pm.

If you have any enquiries, please contact Vicki Rolland on 0414523449

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament ::::
This Friday is the First Friday of the month and is a
S | special Day of prayer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. The
Blessed Sacrament will be Exposed from 6.30pm to
7.30pm at St Aloysius’ Church. You are invited to spend
some time in the presence of the Lord in prayer, during
this Holy Hour.
Benediction will conclude the Adoration.

Wednesday:

Feast of St Andrew , apostle.

St Aloysius Playgroup: This group
of mums and dads will gather in
Thornton Hall with their little ones
at 10.00am

Care and Concern: There will be a
Coffee Morning at the Coffee Shop
at Monro Park Lane (All Welcome)
10.00am.

The Rosary Guild will meet in St
Aloysius’ Church Chapel at
12.30pm.

Candlelight Mass at St Aloysius’
Church at 8.00pm.

ANOINTING MASS S
NEXT SATURDAY g/\)\

Mass at St Aloysius’ Church next Saturday X_L
will commence at 10.00am instead of the usual
time of 8.00am. During Mass the Sacrament of the Sick will be admin-
istered to those who have an illness or pending hospitalisation for a
major operation, who are elderly or infirmed. If you have a Catholic
relative, friend or neighbour who are in any of these categories please
ask them to come or bring them along to receive this Sacrament.

Morning Tea will be served by the members of the Legion of Mary.

Thursday:

St Al's Kid’s Club will gather in
Thornton Hall for fun and games at
3.30pm

NOT JUST A CUPPA, BUT A JUST CUPPA ::::
NEXT WEEKEND St Aloysius Social Justice Group will
have their Fair Trade Tea and Coffee stall in the foyer of
St Aloysius Church after all Masses. By now you must
know what this is all about. By your support in purchas-
ing a packet of tea or coffee you are helping our Social

Justice Ministry in their good works.

Friday:

Adoration and Benediction at St
Aloysius’ Church at 6.30pm.

The Youth Group will meet in
Thornton Hall at 6.00pm.

Saturday:

Anointing Mass at St Aloysius’
Church at 10.00am. There will
NOT be a 8.00am Mass this day.
Morning Tea will be served after the
Anointing Mass by members of the
Legion of Mary.

Sunday:

Evening Mass at 5.00pm.
Carols after Mass in St Aloysius’
School playground.

At the entrances of our churches this weekend you will see a large
EMPTY box. We are asking you to fill it with some
non-perishable CHRISTMAS FOOD. Those who
4 cannot afford to lay out a table on Christmas Day
with some Christmas pudding or cake, or a tin of
ham and other festive food that most of us take for
granted each Christmas, will very much appreciate
a knock on their door, to be handed a Christmas
Hamper by a St Vincent de Paul helper.

Your generosity in past years has been wonderful, and last year,
our ‘good Santas’ packed and delivered over 70 hampers to people in
our parish. Please help the Vinnies to wish them a Happy Christmas.

Hampers will be packed on Saturday 17th December.
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NEXT SUNDAY 7 CHILDREN FROM BUNDEENA
WILL BE MAKING THEIR FIRSTCOMMUNION
AT OUR LADY OF THE WAY CHURCH.

WE ASK YOU TO KEEP THEM IN YOUR
PRAYERS AS
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The TInitial Parish meeting of the Catholic Social Justice Timor Leste Friendship Group held on Thursday 17t November.

Parishioners were able to get a good understanding of the history and relationship between Timor Leste and Australia.
The hour length presentation by the MacKillop Sisters certainly highlighted the opportunities to assist our neighbour and why
Australians have a particular obligation to help Timor Leste.

With a new school being built in our Friendship area of Hato Udo by Turramurra Rotary, we can help to fill out the needs
of the school. It costs about $750 per year to employ a local teacher. A very successful program of visits by Australian
school teachers from Ballarat has assisted students in the adjoining area of Ainaro.

Medical supplies are also difficult to maintain. Cuba is well on its way to training 1,000 Timor Leste doctors. On our recent
trip we met some of these doctors who are doing a great job. Volunteer Australian nurses, doctors and dentists spend regu-
lar tours in the country.

A number of small scale building, power and water projects have been undertaken by volunteer trades people.

Groups like Catholic Mission runs tours for both donors and students, providing an easy and organised introduction to
Australians who want to learn more about the country. Travel time from Sydney is surprisingly short, about 5 hours flying
plus a break in Darwin, and the cost is reasonable.

So, we are very lucky to be given this opportunity to better understand our friends at Hato Udo and hopefully the parish
and the broader Catholic community and their friends will take up the opportunity. In 2012 lets move forward in getting to
know our friends in Hato Udo.

Laying of New Carpet in the Church :::::
Request for Volunteers to Move the Pews.

Depending upon the delivery of the carpet from the England, it is proposed to commence laying the carpet in the main
body of the church on Monday 5" December 2011 and to complete it by Thursday 8t December 2011. However to suit the
laying operations it will be necessary to move all of the pews firstly to one side, then all to the other side and finally back in
their original position.

Therefore volunteers are needed to move the pews for two to three hours on the Monday and Wednesday mornings and
on the Thursday afternoon. A number of people have already volunteered. But we need a few more volunteers. Any
persons who are able to volunteer for this work, even if it is for one day only, should leave their contact details at the Parish
Office (8522 0300). In due course, when the delivery of the carpet is confirmed, each person will be contacted prior before
Monday 5t December 2011 and advised of the times

Christmas Story Art Competition

Each year the Catholic Education Office Sydney asks Year 5 & 6 students to participate in an art competition to explore and
illustrate their understanding and interpretation of the Christmas Story. Each grade draws from the Religious Education Curriculum and
relevant gospel passages to develop an original artwork. As part of the school's Enrichment program, a number of students were
selected to collaborate with Mrs Brown, our wonderful art teacher, and as a result, created artworks that demonstrated creativity, im-
agination and insight. All children are to be congratulated for their beautiful work.

Three works were chosen for final judging and display in the St Mary's Cathedral Crypt. Prizes will be announced at a special ~ cer-
emony at the Cathedral TODAY (Sunday)
This is an extraordinary achievement and Aidan O, Ciara M and Jessica B are to be congratulated

r At e = 2%
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Aidan O Jessica B
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Year of Grace 2012 :::::

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. | am writing to you on behalf of all the
Bishops of Australia, giving thanks to God for your faith and witness. We now share with you a message of hope.

We call the Catholic people in Australia to a Year of Grace, to span the time from Pentecost 2012 to Pentecost 2013.
Like the disciples at the first Pentecost, we commit ourselves to start afresh from Christ.

For several years the Bishops have been reflecting deeply on the life of the Church in Australia. We have asked how we
can better serve the needs of you, God’s faithful people, in bringing the peace and good news of Jesus Christ to our nation.
Pope Benedict XVI has also proclaimed a Year of Faith for the whole Church, to begin on 11 October 2012, the fiftieth
anniversary of the beginning of the Second Vatican Council.

We are confident that, with grace leading to faith, and faith responding to grace, the Year of Faith and our Year of Grace
will complement each other.

We recognise, firstly, God’s abundant blessings to us. You will know many of these in your own lives. We have seen
them, too, in large public celebrations such as World Youth Day in Sydney and the Canonisation of St Mary of the Cross
MacKillop.

We also acknowledge with sadness that we are a Church in need of healing. There are many
wounds — most especially the wounds of abuse which have left not only those abused but the whole Church in need of
healing. There is also the struggle to defend the dignity of the first Australians and those who come as migrants and
refugees to our shores. We need to extend the hand of friendship to those of other nations and faiths and to be good
stewards of the created world. Most deeply, we desire for the light of Christ to burn more brightly in the heart of each
Australian.

As Bishops, we asked ourselves where we can turn with so many issues confronting us. Our response in faith is to start
afresh from Christ. We make this call, firstly and most urgently, to ourselves as Bishops. We are resolved, in the words of
Pope John Paul II, to contemplate the face of Christ. Both these phrases come from his Apostolic Letter, Novo Millennio
Ineunte (At the Beginning of the New Millennium), and we use this Letter as our guide and inspiration.

As we address this challenge to ourselves, we invite you to walk this journey with us in hope. We commit ourselves to
pray daily, seeking the mind and heart of Jesus Christ. We commit ourselves to repent for the areas in which we have
failed, individually and together, seeking healing and renewal through the grace of Christ's forgiveness. We commit
ourselves to the path of holiness, cultivating the many gifts of the Spirit and seeking to grow as disciples of Jesus.

We entrust this year to the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and through this renewed commitment, we are confident that the
Church in Australia will be transformed by the power of Christ’s resurrection in our lives.

Planning has already begun in every diocese in the country, so that the Catholics of this nation may respond to this fresh
invitation to “contemplate the face of Christ’.

We invite you to join us in this journey of prayer so that this “Pentecost” year will be for our nation and all Australians
truly a “year of grace”.

Your brother in Christ,
Archbishop Philip E Wilson
President, Australian Catholic Bishops Conference

Our Lady of Mercy College Burraneer
Announces the Retirement of
Ms Celina Fernandez
After 40 years of dedication and service to the College
All past and present students, parents and teaching colleagues
are'invited to celebrate a
: , -Mass of Thanksgiving
—-OnWednesday t4th-December, 2011~
Al oo s AN T T
Our E3dy of Fatinga-CRUrch, Caringbah
at 5.00 pm
Followed by a light supper.
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Ministerial Duties Next Weekend 3rd & 4th December DIRECTORY
Masses | VigilMass | 8.00am | 10.00am | 6.00pm |Bundeena| Nursing |Pastor ... Fr Thomas Kurunthanam &
Cronulla | Saturday | Sunday | Sunday | Sunday | Sunday | Home [Email frthom-
5.00pm & 9.00am as@stalcron.org.au
6.30pm Assistant Priest ... .......... Fr Andrew Benton
Acolyte J. O'Neill (5) | V. Steed K. Croxson |G. Alessi E Earrlell K. Vitenov E;nsatlgréi A“sigoac?:t?v?ﬁn.t?h?l%%ﬂw%g:r?rﬁll;t
8 Adult Server - Besly Parish Centre .................... 18 Giddings Ave,
Communion | !- O'Neill R. Winton M. Loxley |R.Melendez CRONULLA 2230
Ministers | J- McDonald [ A. Cimino K. Vitenov | M. Pearce Secretary ........ccoeveveenee. Mrs Kim Plummer
J. Kennedy |F.Schembri [R. Natoli P. Morris Office HOUTS «oovveeeii, 9.00 am to 3.00 pm
B. Salmon | K. Hilder A. Zammit [L. Ison. Monday to Friday
Ministers of |J- Kennedy |J. Gallagher (K. Vitenov | C. Melendez| L. McMullin Phone ..., 8522 0300
the B.Salmon |R.Winton |M.Loxley |L.Woods |B.Minogue FaX oo 9544 1451
WORD Email.........occooii admin@stalcron.org.au
Internet Website .......... www.stalcron.org.au
Commentator | J- McDonald | M. Downes  |B. Slamon | P. Woods | C. Tiffney Bulletin......... ovovevevrrennns Mr Ken Maughan
Phone oot e, 9523 1357
Junior ChurchWork Email ............... bulletin@stalcron.org.au
Altar Servers B. Maughan
The Prayer Tree SCHOOLS
Can you please pray . .
This Week Group 2 Next WeekGroup 3 for someone who St Aonsps Primary e 9523 2593
Parish B. Williams, C. Sola, K. Hilder, K. Donohoe, needs your prayers? St. Francis de Sales Primary ....... 9523 7323
Counting | K & B. Burke, A & J. Palumbo. Phone Jane OLMC Burraqeer """"""""" 9544 1966
Groups on 9527 9964 De La Salle, Caringbah ............... 9524 9133
Mass and other Liturgical Schedules
Sunday:
St Aloysius Church, Cronulla Vigil Mass: 6.00pm. (Saturday). 8.00am, 10.00am, 6.00pm
Our Lady of the Way Church, Bundeena: Sunday Mass 9.00am
Weekdays: This week:
St Aloysius Church, Cronulla: Monday: 7.00am
Tuesday to Friday: 7.00am

St Francis de Sales School, Woolooware:

Baptisms: By appointment.

Tuesday to Thursday: 9.30am
Next Saturday:
Friday:

Sacrament of Penance (Confession) St Aloysius Church, Cronulla:

Our Lady of the Way Church, Bundeena:

Rosary: After the weekday Mass
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction:
Anointing of the Sick in Mass: 1st Saturday of February, April, June, August, October, December. Mass at 10.00am
Anointing of the sick as required in the home or church. Please contact the Parish Centre.

10. 00am Anointing Mass
9.30am
Saturday 5.00pm to 5.30pm

(or by appointment)

Before Sunday Mass..

Morning Prayer: Monday to Friday 6.45 am,.

First Friday of the month: 6.30 pm - 7.30 pm.

We pray for the repose of the soul of Zlata Erceg whose anniversary occurs around this time. We pray also for the
souls of those whose names have been written into the Book of Remembrance during the month of the Holy Souls.
This Book is located near the Sanctuary of St Aloysius’ Church.

MAY THEIR SOULS AND ALL THE SOULS OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED REST IN PEACE

Your Contribution to the Church is your appreciation for your Parish. To become a regular contributor please fill in
this slip and return it to the Parish Office or place it on the Sunday Collection Plate.

Planned Giving Envelope Request Form




